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discussed the problems with him, I have felt sure that there was,
in spite of all that might be said, a true bond of sympathy
between us and Indians. I am not a pessimist. I have never
fallen a victim to that fell and paralyzing disease. I started from
home full of hope and trust in the future, because in the little
time I had been able to give to the study of India and Indians,
I had already detected that there was a sympathetic feeling
between us; that there exists, perhaps, with them a more delicate
and intense sensitiveness than is the case with us people of
Northern Europe. But it is an attractive attribute when
carefully studied and considered, and when due regard is paid
to it. I do believe that Indians will respond whole-heartedly to
the just rule which we intend to carry on, I am fortunate in
this, that in my Executive Council I have members who, one
and all, share the views that I have expressed to you this evening.
There is no difference or dissension of opinion among us. We
are all animated by the same purpose and are pursuing the
same object, and we mean to carry out our duty. We mean to
act up to our responsibilities. Whatever happens, we shall
pursue our way. We shall do what we think is right. Even if
we do what is right, from some things I have learnt and read,
I am afraid we shall nevertheless be suspected of sinister and
evil motives. But I believe that the world has taught us that
good purpose and good action must have their results, and all
we ask is that there should not be immediately a suspicion that
the purpose and the motives are evil, even though the action
may be right, ever so right, in itself. It is not, I think, a very
exaggerated demand to make. We are accustomed to believe
that actions are judged by their results, as to whether they are
for good or for evil. I have learnt that one of the most difficult
tasks that men can set themselves is to ascertain the motives of
another. If you look to your lives amongst your own friends,
if you like a man, his action may appear to be a little questionable,
but you are sure his motive is good ; if you dislike him, though
his action may be ever so good you are sure his motive is bad.
My judicial training has taught me to discard both these, to
examine the actions, and to arrive at the motives from the
character of the actions which are performed, and, sir, that is the
task to which we have set our heads, and as I told you it is this
course which we intend to pursue. We believe that in the end
we shall satisfy Indians and bring them to sympathetic co-opera-
tion and goodwill with us, working for that great purpose
which lies before us to lead India to that high destiny, which is